Taiwan Policy

United States One China Policy:

· The United States remains committed to our one China policy based on the three joint Sino-U.S. communiqués and the Taiwan Relations Act.

· We do not support Taiwan independence. 

· We believe that cross-Strait issues should be resolved peacefully in a manner acceptable to people on both sides of the Strait.

· We oppose unilateral actions by either side to alter the status quo across the Taiwan Strait.

· We urge the two sides to engage in dialogue to work toward a peaceful resolution of differences and believe this dialogue should include elected authorities in Taiwan.
On Cross Straits Relations:
· We are pleased with recent developments in cross-Strait relations, including the establishment of direct air, sea, and postal links.  Continued dialogue between Taiwan and the PRC will reduce tensions and help further regional stability.  It is up to the two sides to decide the next steps in that dialogue. 
On Transits:

· The United States does allow, from time to time, representatives of the Taiwan authorities to transit the United States.

· Such transits are undertaken out of consideration for the safety, comfort, convenience and dignity of the passenger and are in keeping with our one China policy.

On Arms Sales:

· In accordance with the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA), the United States does make available to Taiwan defense articles that will allow Taiwan to maintain a credible defense as provided for in the Taiwan Relations Act.
· We carefully evaluate Taiwan’s defense needs before making any arms sales decision.   
· We urge China to reduce military deployments aimed at Taiwan and to pursue a peaceful resolution to cross-Strait issues.

On Membership in International Organizations: 
· The United States has long supported meaningful participation for Taiwan in international organizations, where appropriate.

· The United States supports Taiwan’s membership in international organizations where statehood is not a prerequisite.

· The United States does not support membership for Taiwan in organizations which require statehood for membership.  In these organizations, we are strongly in favor of arrangements that allow Taiwan to participate meaningfully in the organization’s activities.

