



Chinese History – Dynastic Overview


 
China = AMiddle Kingdom@ [Zhōngguó 中國]
1. Formative / “feudal” period

a. Xià [夏 ] (dates still under discussion)
b. Shāng [商] or Yīn [殷] (“1766”-c. 1100 BCE)

c. Zhōu [周] (all dates BCE):
1) Western Zhōu [Xī Zhōu 西周 ] (c. 1100-771)

2) Eastern Zhōu [Dōng Zhōu 東周 ] (771-221)

3) Spring and Autumn [Chūn Qiū 春秋] period (722-481)

4) Warring States [Zhànguó 戰國 ] (480/403- 221)

2. Early imperial (“agrarian bureaucracy”) period

a. Qín [秦] (221-206 BCE)

b. Hàn [漢] (206 BCE - 220 CE)

c. Six Dynasties [Liù Chaó 六朝] period (220-589)

d. Suí [隋] (581/589-618)

e. Táng [唐] (618-907)

f. Five Dynasties [Wǔ Dài 五代] period (907-960)

g. Sòng [宋 ] (960 - 1279)
1) Southern Sòng [Nán Sòng 南宋] (1127-1279)

2) Liáo [遼] (945-1125)

3. Late imperial period (global connections)

a. Yuán [元] (1272/1279-1368) [Mongol]

b. Míng [明 ] (1368-1644/1662)

c. Qīng [清] (1636/1644-1911/1912) [Manchu]
4. post-imperial period
a. Republic of China [Zhōnghuá Mínguó  中華民國] (1912 - )

b. People=s Republic of China [Zhōnghuá Rénmín Gònghéguó 中華人民共和國] (1949 - ) 
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