Appeal of Conscience Seminar

January 31, 2011
9:00AM – 12:05PM

On Tuesday, January 31 all students in language and Area Studies will attend the Appeal of Conscience Seminar.  In most cases, this will replace your regularly scheduled Area Studies for the week. 

This seminar focuses on the important issue of religious freedom. The program includes a keynote presentation and panels composed of experts on various religions and senior foreign affairs professionals who, based on their experience, address the religious freedom and reporting issues that you will encounter in your ongoing assignments.  
Specific details about the room and the program will be sent to you by e-mail and posted on the bulletin boards where Area Studies programs are regularly posted.

Please note that you should plan to arrive early, and that everyone is expected to be seated by 8:45.

The seminar is co-sponsored by FSI and the Appeal of Conscience Foundation,  this year marks the 30th anniversary of this program. 

Information on the Appeal of Conscience Foundation

The Appeal of Conscience Foundation

The Appeal of Conscience Foundation, founded by Rabbi Arthur Schneier in 1965 has worked on behalf of religious freedom and human rights throughout the world.  In addition to meeting with religious and government leaders throughout the world, the Foundation’s leadership hosts foreign delegations to acquaint them with the diversity of American religious life and its contribution to a civil society.

In 1980, the Foundation, led by Rabbi Schneier, initiated the Seminar on Religious Life which provided Foreign Service Officers in Area Studies training at the Foreign Service Institute in-depth background on the religious communities in their countries of assignment.   In the early years, the Seminar focused on Communist countries.

Over time the scope of the Seminar has changed to reflect the passage of the International Religious Freedom Act of 1998 and a greater focus on the job relevant aspects of religious freedom issues. 

Since 2001, the Seminar has consisted of two panels – one of religious experts and another of foreign affairs practitioners including former Ambassadors – and a keynote address.  
